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••• 
A NEWSLETTER FOR THE GRAND VALLEY STATE UNIVERSITY COMMUNITY 
National experts to gather for 1War and Empire1 
The Hauenstein Center for Presidential Studies 
at Grand Valley is hosting a series of events 
this fall to explore whether the United States 
is internationalist or imperial. 
Since the Iraq War, numerous authors have 
asserted that the country is an empire, begging 
the question whether the U.S. is an empire of 
good intentions or of reckless might. 
"Most of the world regards the U.S. as an 
empire, and many Americans suspect we are," 
said Gleaves Whitney, director of the 
Hauenstein Center. "But to be imperial goes 
against the American grain." 
To help people grapple with this critically 
important issue , the Hauenstein Center is 
bringing in two dozen of the nation 's top 
scholars and journalists this fall to debate 
whether the U.S. has become an empire. 
"No one perspective is considered sacro-
sanct," explained Whitney. "Diverse perspec-
tives will be thoroughly aired and debated." 
A debate on Wednesday, September 14, 
between Arianna Huffington and Victor Davis 
Hanson begins "War and Empire." The 
debate will begin at 8 p.m. in the Gerald R. 
Ford Museum Auditorium. 
Huffington is a syndicated columnist and TV 
commentator; Hanson is an author, historian , 
political commentator and farmer. "I've never 
seen Hanson lose a debate, and I've never 
seen Huffington back down from a debate , so 
this should be quite an evening," Whitney said. 
Events continue on October 6-7 with "The 
Conference," featuring 20 experts and high-
lighted by a keynote address by H.W. Brands , 
professor of history at the University of Texas , 
Victor Davis Hanson and Arianna Huffington will 
face each other in a debate on September 14 
that kicks off the Hauenstein Center's 'War and 
Empire' series. 
and an award-winning author or editor of 25 
books . On November 17, the series concludes 
with a lecture by biographer Robert Caro. 
To make reservations , call the Hauenstein 
Center at x12770. Information about the series 
is also online at www.allpresidents.org. 
···--------------------------
Across Campus 
Bus ridership triples in two years 
More and more students are choosing to park their cars and ride the bus 
to classes and area stores and shops. 
In September 2002 , Grand Valley provided about 40,000 rides per 
month to students. In September 2004, the number of rides jumped to 
120,000. This staggering increase is the result of months of work 
between Grand Valley and the Grand Rapids ' public transportation 
system, and a communication campaign geared at students and the 
community. 
"We knew increasing transportation options for our students was criti-
cal," said Lisa Haynes , director of operations for the Pew Campus and 
Regional Centers. "The Allendale Campus is 14 miles from our growing 
downtown campus. Both campuses are very connected and dependent 
on one another and many students take classes on both campuses." 
Haynes said offering free and frequent transportation options for stu-
dents makes the university stronger and it also makes sense financially 
to expand bus service each year to help limit investment in new parking 
structures. 
Bus Ridership Increases: 
2000-2001: 98,821 riders 
2001-2002: 178,913 riders (81.05 percent increase from year before) 
GRAND VALLEY 
STATE UNIVERSITY 
Photo by Bernadine Carey-Tucker 
Students catch the bus at Mackinac Hall. Bus ridership has tripled in 
the last two years. 
2002-2003: 252,127 riders (40.92 percent increase from year before) 
2003-2004: 547,557 riders (117.18 percent increase from year before) 
2004-2005: 809,194 riders (47.78 percent increase from year before) 
Grand Valley is also conducting a six-week trial in collaboration with 
the Allendale Chamber of Commerce that has buses stopping between 
the Allendale Campus and businesses along M-45 in Allendale. 
Across Campus continues on page 2 
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Across Campus 
Former business professor dies been named as a Best Midwestern College for each of the three years that 
the publication has awarded recognitions. 
John B. Payne, Sr., died on August 29. Payne retired from Grand Valley in 
1986. Library Web site gets redesign 
He started his Grand Valley career in 1968 as state technical services 
director. He also served as associate professor of business , director of the 
Business Internship Program, conference director and president of the 
Faculty Club. 
Grand Valley's library Web site (www.gvsu.edu/library) has undergone a 
redesign to help guide students through the vast array of available 
resources to facilitate their research. The work was completed this sum-
mer through a collaboration between a committee within the libraries and 
the Web development staff in Institutional Marketing . 
University noted in 'Princeton Review' 
The new Web site features pages showing consolidated resources by sub-
ject areas in a section called "subject resources." There the students will 
find librarian-selected databases, Web sites and library guides that relate 
to a specific subject area. There is also a federated search tool that can 
search multiple databases to aid in finding vetted resources. 
Grand Valley has once again been designated as a "Best Midwestern 
College" by the Princeton Review. A team of admissions experts at the 
Princeton Review selected Grand Valley because of its high academic 
standards, opportunities for students, facilities and size. Grand Valley has 
Alumnus named 
ambassador to Bulgaria 
The new U.S. Ambassador to Bulgaria, Grand 
Valley alumnus John Beyrle, found himself 
back on familiar turf when he assumed his 
position on August 29. Beyrle first served in 
Bulgaria in 1986 as a member of the Foreign 
Service. 
"It's a country that's known to me, but it cer-
tainly was a lot different when it was a mem-
ber of the Warsaw Pact - under a 
Communist-led government - than it is now 
as a fully sovereign and independent nation," 
Beyrle said. He noted that Bulgaria recently 
became a member of NATO and is on track to 
join the European Union. 
"It's a beautiful nation in terms of nature and 
geography. It's a mountainous place that also 
has a beautiful seacoast," Beyrle said. 
Beyrle is a career member of the Senior Foreign 
Service. He joined in 1983 and has specialized 
in Eastern Europe. His most recent assignment 
was deputy chief of mission in Moscow. 
Beyrle also served as counselor for political 
and economic affairs at the U.S . Embassy 
in Prague. He speaks Bulgarian, Russian , 
French, German and Czech. 
Beyrle credited his time at Grand Valley 
with inspiring him to travel the world. 
"Grand Valley opened up a whole world 
for me ," Beyrle said. "When I came to 
Grand Valley, I met a whole range of pro-
fessors. They were people who had trav-
eled a lot and encouraged me to get out 
and use the languages I was learning 
there , not just in an academic sense - to 
become a teacher or a linguist - but to 
actually travel in the countries." 
Photo courtesy of Christine Rydel 
John Beyrle, center; stands with Russian Studies 
students and professor Christine Rydel (right of 
Beyrle) during a June visit to Moscow. Beyrle, a 
1975 graduate, is U.S. Ambassador to Bulgaria. 
One of Beyrle's professors was Christine 
Rydel, who is the coordinator of the Russian 
Studies program. She remembered Beyrle as a 
talented student. 
"His extraordinary talents and ability to master 
many languages and sound native have made 
him stand out even in his first days at Grand 
Valley," Rydel said. 
Beyrle graduated in 1975 with a French major 
and German minor. He was the winter com-
mencement speaker in 1997 , and he met with 
Rydel and students who traveled to Moscow in 
June. 
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Faculty mentors 
The GVSU Forum is published by the News 
and Information Services Office every 
Monday when classes are in session and 
biweekly during the summer. The submission 
deadline is Tuesday noon. Send publication 
items to Michele Coffill, editor, c/o 
forum@gvsu.edu. Telephone: 616-331-2221. 
Fax: 616-331-2250. 
Faculty and staff members can find an online 
"Sketches" submission form on the Web at 
www.gvsu.edu/forum. 
Grand Valley State University is an affirmative 
action/equal opportunity institution. 
Visit GVNow, Grand Valley 's daily online pub-
lication , on the Web at: www.gvnow.gvsu.edu/ 
GVNOW Photo by Courtney Newbauer The faculty associates from the Pew Faculty Teaching and Learning Center are pic-tured (from left to right) Catherine Frerichs (FTLC), Shinian Wu (English), Ron 
Garrett (FTLC), Constance Jones (English, retired), Dan Vaughn (Physical Therapy), 
and Barbara Roos (Communications). Not pictured are Curt Jones and Jean 
Nagelkerk. Faculty associates meet throughout the year with several new faculty 
members. 
What's Ahead 
Einstein to appear 
on campus 
In celebration 
of the 100th 
anniversary of 
Einstein's theo-
ry of relativity, 
Grand Valley 
will present the 
world premiere 
of Unwavering 
Light: Einstein 
in 1905, a play 
by Richard 
Janaro on 
Wednesday, September 7 . 
Clockwise, 
Todd Allen 
Durkin, 
Deborah L. 
Sherman 
and Joe 
Kimble 
appear in 
Einstein. 
The play explores Einstein's work as weU as 
personal aspects of his life, particularly his rela-
tionship with his wife, Mileva, also a brilliant 
scientist. The two-act dramatization features 
events told in rapid-fire sequence, requiring just 
three actors from the Miami Theatre Company. 
One plays Einstein at various ages, another 
plays all the female characters, and a third plays 
all the other male characters. 
The play will have a six-performance run, 
September 7-10 (Wednesday and Thursday per-
formances are reserved for students and faculty) . 
Public performances are Friday evening and 
Saturday matinee performances; tickets are $14. 
The public may purchase tickets though Star 
Tickets Plus, 800-585-3737, online at 
www.StarTicketsPlus.com, or in person at the 
Louis Armstrong Theatre Box Office, in the 
Performing Arts Center. 
Ehlers to receive 
Antarctica flag 
Congressman Vernon Ehlers will be presented a 
U.S. flag that was flown at the Geographic 
South Pole in Antarctica on Monday, September 
12, at 9 a.m. in the Gordon Gallery at the 
De Vos Center. The event also serves as a send-
off for two students on their way to Antarctica . 
Ehlers is being recognized as a member of 
Congress who strongly supports science, educa-
tion, and the environment. The flag will be pre-
sented by Douglas Kindschi, chair of the 
Science Support Advisory Board of the 
Raytheon Polar Services Company, which 
offers educational programs on the continent. 
Kindschi, the former dean of Science and 
Mathematics at Grand Valley, spent eight days 
in January in Antarctica evaluating an intern-
ship program for college students. 
Two of eight students nationwide selected for 
the Raytheon internships this fall are from 
Grand Valley. Tim Major, a third-year physics 
major, and Dan Brown, a biology major who 
graduated last spring, will spend the next four 
months in Antarctica. 
Van Cliburn finalist 
to perform 
Grand Valley opens its Fall Arts Celebration 
with the Van Cliburn Medalist Concert Series 
featuring pianist Chu-Fang Huang. 
The 22-year-old from 
China is one of six final-
ists selected from more 
than 270 pianists around 
the world who entered 
the prestigious Van 
Cliburn International 
Piano Competition, held 
every four years in Fort 
Worth, Texas. 
Huang will perform Chu-Fang Huang 
selections from Scarlatti, 
Debussy, Ravel and Liszt at 8 p.m. on Tuesday, 
September 13, at the Louis Armstrong Theatre, 
Performing Arts Center. Tickets are $10, avail-
able through any Star Tickets Plus outlet or at 
the Louis Armstrong Theatre Box Office. 
For the first time, Grand Valley piano students 
will have the opportunity to attend a Master 
Class to learn directly from a Van Cliburn win-
ner. The day before her concert performance, 
Huang will conduct the class from 3-4 p .m. in 
the Louis Armstrong Theatre. 
A recent graduate of the Curtis Institute of 
Music, Huang is currently pursuing her master's 
degree at the Julliard School of Music . At the 
age of 12 she was accepted on full scholarship as 
the youngest student in the Shenyang Music 
Conservatory's pre-college division. Two months 
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after moving to the United States, in 1998 at the 
age of 15, she made her U.S. debut on the 
Prodigy Series of the La Jolla Music Society. 
A prelude concert of carillon music will be pre-
sented by Julianne Vanden Wyngaard, universi-
ty carillonneur, from 7:20-7:50 p.m. at the 
Cook Carillon Plaza. 
Van Andel kicks off 
business breakfast series 
David Van Andel, chairman and CEO of the 
Van Andel Institute, will be the first speaker in 
the Seidman College of Business Alumni 
Association's 2005 breakfast series. 
His talk , "Van Andel Institute: The Present and 
Future Promise," will include an update on the 
institute 's progress and expansion plans. The 
Van Andel Institute has focused its efforts to 
become a world-class research facility in life 
sciences, and also aims to affect the local and 
state economies. 
The talk will be Thursday, September 15, in the 
Loosemore Auditorium of the De Vos Center. 
Breakfast is at 7:30 a.m. and the presentation 
begins at 8 a.m. The event is free and open to 
the public, but reservations are required. RSVP 
by e-mail at busalumn@gvsu.edu or call 
xl7100 by Friday, September 9. 
lntercultural reception 
planned 
Many campus departments have joined to spon-
sor the Intercultural Student Reception, set for 
Thursday, September 15, from 5-7 p.m. in the 
Kirkhof Center's Grand River Room. 
Student organizations will staff information 
tables and refreshments will be provided . For 
more information, call Bobby Springer, Office 
of Multicultural Affairs, at x 12177. 
Sponsors are the Office of Multicultural Affairs, 
Housing and Residence Life , Student Life, 
Career Services, Athletics, Campus Recreation, 
Seidman College of Business, Admissions , 
Counseling and Career Development, Women's 
Center, Pew Campus Student Services and 
EXCEL Program. 
Presentation at GVSU tells stories 
about women heroes of 9/11 
share their story about arriving in 
New York City without press creden-
tials or contacts, only determination to 
find women rescuers and include 
them in the national conversation 
about the heroes of 9/11. 
.... , 
~"'~ 
· ,.-.·· , .. . ·· In the days after the September 11 terrorist attacks, California authors 
Susan Hagen and Mary Carouba became increasingly irritated by media 
members who referred to the rescue workers as firemen, policemen and 
"our brave guys." 
Wanting to tell the story of women rescue workers, the two traveled 
from their northern Californian homes to interview and record the stories 
of women firefighters, police officers and other rescuers who responded 
to emergency calls at the World Trade Center towers. 
The result is a collection of first-person stories and photographs, Women 
at Ground Zero: Stories of Courage and Compassion. The book also 
includes stories about three women rescue workers who died. 
Hagen and Carouba will visit campus on Monday, September 12, to 
Their multimedia presentation is 
scheduled for 7 p.m. in the Kirkhof 
Center's Grand River Room. "Women 
at Ground Zero" is sponsored by 
Grand Valley's Women's Center. 
' ~ '.! .. 
.... 
411. . 
Mary Carouba, left, and Susan 
Hagen will discuss their book, 
'Women at Ground Zero,' on 
September 12. 
Hagen, a freelance writer, became a firefighter in 1994 in Sonoma 
County, California. She retired from the Graton Fire Protection District 
after 10 years in the fire service, but continues her work as a CPR 
instructor. Carouba is an investigative social worker for the Human 
Services Department in Sonoma County, California. 
••• 
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ALENDAR OF 
General Events 
Arts Hotline 616.331.ARTS 
Gallery Hours: Mon.-Fri. 10 a.m.-5 p.m. 
Thurs. 10 a.m.-7 p.m. 
Through Sept. 23 
Gallery hours: Art Department exhibit: "RAW 
ART: Division Avenue Artists ." Art Gallery, 
PAC. Call xl2563 for more information . 
Wed., Sept. 7 
9 a.m.-1 2 noon: Retirement Individual 
Counseling Appointments . 228 KC. Contact 
Tim Sullivan, 245-8848 , for more informa-
tion. 
12 noon: Allendale Toastmasters. KC. Call 
x 12204 for more information. 
1-4 p .m.: Retirement Individual Counseling 
Appointments . 488C DEV. Contact Tim 
Sullivan, 245-8848 , for more information. 
7:30 p.m: "Unwavering Light: Einstein in 1905 ," 
play by Richard Janaro . LAT, PAC. Contact 
Box Office at xl2300 for ticket information . 
Thurs., Sept. 8 
9 a.m.-12 noon: Retirement Individual 
Counseling Appointments. 488C DEV. 
Contact Tim Sullivan , 245-8848 , for more 
information. 
1-4 p.m.: Retirement Individual Counseling 
Appointments. 228 KC. Contact Tim 
Sullivan , 245-8848, for more information. 
2 p.m: "Unwavering Light: Einstein in 1905 ," 
play by Richard Janaro. LAT, PAC. 
5-7 p .m.: Opening reception for "RAW ART." 
Art Gallery, PAC. Call xl2563 for more 
information . 
7:30 p.m.: "Unwavering Light: Einstein in 
1905," play by Richard Janaro. LAT, PAC . 
VENTS 
Fri., Sept. 9 
7:30 a.m. : Grand Rapids Toastmasters. 107E 
DeVos. Call xl7337 for more information . 
2 p .m. and 7:30 p.m.: "Unwavering Light: 
Einstein in 1905 ," play by Richard Janaro . 
LAT, PAC. 
7 p .m.: University Club hosts Welcome Back 
Picnic. De Vos Parking Ramp. RSVP by call-
ing Kim Schmidt, xl3592. 
Sat., Sept. 10 
2 p.m.: "Unwavering Light: Einstein in 1905," 
play by Richard Janaro . LAT, PAC. 
8 p.m .: Guest Artist Series. Timothy Howe, 
trombone, Richard Stoelzel, trumpet. CDC. 
Call xl3484 for more information . 
···---------------------------
Faculty and Staff Sketches 
In the News 
Steve Glass , professor of movement science was 
interviewed by Runners World for a story about 
resistance training for runners . 
Rick Albrecht, associate professor of movement 
science, was interviewed by WQTX-AM's sports 
show about helping parents rate the competence 
of their chi ld 's coach . 
David Blekhman , assistant professor of engi-
neering, was interviewed by the Holland 
Sentinel for a story about the science behind 
gasoline conservation . 
Henry Matthews , director of Galleries and 
Collections , was interviewed by the Ann Arbor 
News for a story about the art in the Lake 
Ontario Hall. 
Sketches 
Dennis Stovall , instructor of accounting and tax-
ation, presented a paper, "U.S. Private Investors 
Find the Euro a Viable Option ," at the 2005 
Global Business and Finance Research 
Conference in London , England . 
Mary Schutten, associate professor of move-
ment science, served as site coordinator for the 
volleyball venue at the Michigan Senior 
Olympics held at Western Michigan University. 
Manish Chakrabarti, assistant professor of 
mathematics , gave a presentation , 
"Biolnformatics Algorithms Using MATLAB," 
at the National Science Foundation Research 
Experience for Undergraduates program at 
DePaul University in Chicago. 
Jon Hodge, assistant professor of mathematics, 
gave a presentation , "A Course on the 
Mathematics of Voting and Elections ," at the 
annual summer meeting of the Mathematical 
Association of America in Albuquerque , New 
Mexico . 
Christopher Dobson , assistant professor of biol-
ogy, wrote an article, "On using Bloom's 
Taxonomy to Measure Critical Thinking Skills," 
published in Focus on Microbiology Education. 
John Schuster-Craig, professor of music , gave 
a presentation , "The Inverted Recapitulation ," at 
the Dublin International Conference on Musical 
Analysis at University College in Dublin , 
Ireland. He also gave a presentation , "The 
Composer and His Models: The Slow 
Movements of Mendelssohn's String Quartet Op . 
13 , and Beethoven's Op. 95 ," at Mendelssohn in 
the Long 19th-Century held at Trinity College in 
Dublin. 
David Austin , associate professor of mathemat-
ics, wrote an article , "Penrose Tiles Talk Across 
Miles," for the online "Monthly Essays on 
Mathematical Topics" for the American 
Mathematical Society. 
David Coffey, assistant professor of mathemat-
ics, participated in the Leaming in the Content 
Areas: The Role of Literacy in K-12 Classrooms 
Institute in Battle Creek. 
WGVU's documentary, Time and Chance: 
Gerald Ford's Appointment with History, 
received a Gold Award in the 2004 Aurora 
Awards for excellence in the documentary biog-
raphy category. 
Bopi Biddanda , assistant professor at the Annis 
Water Resources Institute , co-wrote an article, 
"Groundwater Plume Mapping in a Submerged 
Sinkhole in Lake Huron ," published in the 
Marine Technology Society Journal . 
Peimin Ni , professor of philosophy, wrote an 
article, "Revive the Lost Scholarship for the 
Sake of World Harmony," published in East-
West Connections: Review of Asian Studies . A 
Chinese translation of his article, "Reading 
Zhong Yong as Gongfu Instruction: Comments 
on Ames and Hall's 'Focusing the Familiar,"' 
was published in Qiu Shi (Seeking Truth) in 
China . Ni also presented papers, "Learning to Be 
Human ," at the ninth East-West Philosophers ' 
Conference in Honolulu, Hawaii , and "Gongfu -
A Vital Dimension of Confucian Teaching" at 
the 14th International Conference on Chinese 
Philosophy in Sydney, Australia . 
Mathematics faculty members Ed Aboufadel , 
Matt Boelkins, Filiz Dogru , Paul Fishback and 
Akalu Tefera participated in the annual meeting 
of the Mathematical Association of America in 
Albuquerque, New Mexico. 
Faite Mack, professor of education, presented a 
paper, "Thai High School Students' Perceptions 
of Gender and Sexuality Groups ," at the First 
International Asian Conference on Sexualities , 
Genders , and Rights in Bangkok , Thailand. 
Cheryl Boudreaux , assistant professor of soci-
ology, presented a paper, "Is Marriage the Best 
Way to Do Family? Historical and Current 
Questions ," at the 55th annual meeting of the 
Society for the Study of Social Problems in 
Philadelphia. She also chaired a session, 
"Teaching about the Family." 
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